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!a!merton, Pennsylvania 18071

Thank you for your letter of September 30, 1991 concerning
the environmental problems in Palmerton.

& .
SSEZ§ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
g

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is required by law
to negotiate with any potentially responsible party (PRP) in an
effort to have the PRP cleanup any site which EPA deems the PRP
may have contaminated. If these efforts fail, then EPA has the
responsibility to cleanup the contamination using funds from what
is known as the Superfund. At present, EPA is still in
negotiations with the PRPs for the cleanup of those homes where
EPA found contamination durlng the sampling conducted in
Palmerton last May. EPA is pursuing the most economically and
environmentally sound alternative to cleanup the contamination.
Only when we have determined what the chosen cleanup alternatives
will be, can we discuss the proposal with the individual
homeowners. We, too, would like to do this on a more persocnal
level and not in an open forum. While the public has the right
to know generally what will be done, the spec1flcs should be

discussed with the homeowners.

We are naw conducting a vastly enlarged environmental
sampling program in Palmerton and Jim Thorpe. The participants
for this sampling program were determined by their participation
in the recently concluded health study done by the Agency for
Toxlc Substance and Disease Registry (ATSDR). This was to
provide environmental data from those homes that were tested by
ATSDR in order to determine any potential relationship between
blood lead levels and lead in the home environment. Until the
results of this largée sampling effort are known, we cannot
speculate on what additional, if any, measures may need to be
taken.

EPA’s shares your concern about the health and well-being of
your family and all the families in Palmerton. We hope that upon
completion of the environmental sampling program we will have a
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better understanding of the environmental problems in Palmerton
and will be better able to develop the comprehensive solutions to
deal with them.

‘qsincerely,

Chief
vania Remedial Sectioneé

Wal€er Graham,
Eastern Penns
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September 30, 19
Mr . Walter Grabam, D1v1gwmn Dirsctor T
Envircamentasl Frotectis un QQHTTC \f o : o
Region III. 44;;,**~* e T s
241 Chéstnut Bldg.
F’!"«iladephia, F& ]:’](_)7

Dear My, Grabizn,

As a resident of Falwmerton, [ was greatly disturked after the
meeting that was held on Sepiember Z5th ai cur Borvouwgh Hall. It was
my wnderstanding  that this was to be a ong-to-one approach, nhot an
unruly fres—for—-zll.. _The resultant “mesting” was not the fault of
your agency, but of representatives of the FRP's whe wish to undermine
our adly needed cl Ean up. I weowld like too affer you wmy thoughts on
this matter. Before I do, however, WLt shauld be aware that I am a
menber of Falmerton Citizsns for & Clean Envirorment. But thess
opinions are strictly mine, I do ot speak for-ihe g oUn . .

I am undsr the impression that the first twenty—four howss that
underwant tustlng will now be eligible for clean up. This issues is
mow begtween vour ageﬁcy grd those thnty four hamecwners. It wowid
seeimn to me that the next step would be for ti’se EFey to meet with thicse
peopls snd decide an a valid approach. I'i‘u g people mave a right too
vnice their worries where their homes are concerned, and Yo have 2

espomsibility to hear then without tazﬁg 5ubjecteﬂ to & publicg
meeting_aﬂdulisiahing to ridiculous at:u;atiaﬂs. Iz this possinle?

Secause of the vast scope of cwr particular site, I realize that
this- mext quaes¥ior may be dlfflcult to gnswer ., What will the orotoool
be for the nexkiwave of testu‘ng I understand that the people who
mave participated=in the health study will be the next group to have
their hones ands yards'tasted If I am oot mistaken this could be
approxinately 50O people. When those properties have been evaluated,
wiist will be your mext step? There are many of us who wers mot =2 Rart
of the criginal twedty-four properties, nor were we ssglected for the
neslth study. But because of cur gromimity 9 tested Romes, we have
an interest as to what may be found in owr own houses.

My coricern bere is, «nd always hds e, the health and
well-teing of my family. If there is & danger to my child in my Home,
[ want to Erdw aboGt it and do some &hlﬁg about it., Oure childeen
deserve to grow up in healthy surrcundings, and we have a
responsibility to make this possible,

I appreciate your time and would urge you Lo reply before Ogtober
19th sz that I may relay any relavent information to our families anmd
tor our growg.  Thanking yvou in advance, Iam
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H
cc:Tony Keller
Tom Yolpaggio
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